Since the brilliant discoveries of Sir Charles Bell have disclosed to us that the motor nerves are attached to the anterior portion, and the sensiferous nerves to the posterior portion of the spinal chord, the anatomical relations of the different tracts of this division of the central organs of the nervous system has assumed an interest and importance to which it had hitherto been a stranger. If we adopt, however, any of the views of the anatomical relations of the different tracts of the spinal chord, as they pass through the medulla oblongata, which are given in the anatomical works of this country, there appears to be some blending of the motor and sensitive tracts at that part which cannot be explained ; for, while the hypoglossal and abducens nerves arise in the line of the anterior roots of the spinal nerves, we find other motor nerves, such as the portio dura, the motor part of the fifth pair, the trochleator, some of the filaments of the par vagum, and the spinal accessory, all arising from points posterior to this, and more in the line of the origin of the posterior than of the anterior roots of the spinal nerves.
, he represents the pyramidal bodies as being formed entirely by fibres from the lateral column.
